Synopsis of The Vow Breaker
ACT 1
Act 1 Scene 1
Anne and Young Bateman exchange sweet nothings prior to him going off to fight in Scotland and Bateman expresses the hope that Anne’s father (Boote) will lose his disapproval for him as a suitor. He is reassured by Anne’s sworn devotion, although Anne’s cousin, Ursula, warns Bateman that women are fickle while, at the same time, Anne fears that ‘beauties’ may distract him while he is away. Young Bateman and Anne divide a gold token as proof of their shared love and commitment. Old Bateman and Boote argue about Young Bateman, and Anne’s father makes it clear that he wants her to marry wealthy, elderly, Jermane.

Sir Gervaise Clifton discusses the recruitment of Miles, Ball and Joshua. Miles, a local miller, declares his (unrequited) love for Ursula.

Scene 2
Grey and Argyll discuss the Scottish noble supporters of the Catholic Queen Mary who are to be sent to Elizabeth as hostages, and soldiers from Nottingham discuss a plan to attack the French-held Leith with Clifton, who is suspicious of a Peace Treaty from Queen Mary. Ball, Miles and Joshua discuss the war, and the French hold their ground at Leith despite the English attack.  Joshua talks about the cat that he has taken with him - later to be put on trial for killing a mouse on a Sunday.
Scene 3
Grey and Argyll report that there is a successful attack by the English on Leith, although the French are still there, and Young Bateman is commended for his contribution in the battle.

Scene 4
Ursula is very disapproving of Anne’s recent betrothal to Jermane. Anne excuses her behaviour by saying that Bateman is only a young boy and that, for her, wealth is everything. Jermane protests that he will not marry Anne if she is already promised to Bateman, but Anne denies this. Her father is delighted with the engagement, but Ursula foresees doom.

ACT 2
Act 2 Scene 1
Martigues and D’Oysel plan to disguise themselves as women in order to attack the English and they hide from Clifton and his soldiers who are also planning an attack, but on the French. Bateman asks leave to go home to see Anne; Miles sends a message of love to Ursula; Ball and Joshua send messages home. The Frenchmen appear dressed as women, are taunted by the soldiers with bawdy jokes and, in the ensuing fight, they are overcome and taken prisoner by Clifton who swears revenge on the French.
Scene 2
Ursula expresses disapproval about Anne’s inconstancy and Bateman is surprised on his return by the reaction he receives from friends and his father. Ursula tells him that a wedding is in progress and he sees Anne with Jermane. He cannot believe her disloyalty, particularly when she first denies knowing him, and then warns that her father will prosecute him if he does not leave. Bateman reminds Anne of their oath and the shared gold, but she explains that she is already married to wealthy Jermane.  Bateman is hurt and angry and threatens her that ‘dead or alive, ’tis I must enjoy thee’.  Anne is very upset by his words, and when Boote finds out that Bateman has been there, he swears revenge. 

Scene 3
Clifton fights and disarms Martigues, and is praised by Grey when he sends the Frenchman back to Leith with the request that, in his turn, he be merciful to his prisoners.

Scene 4
Young Bateman, melancholic and depressed, desires death and, subsequently, hangs himself. Old Bateman condemns Anne for her behaviour, and is distraught when he finds his son. He swears vengeance on Anne and Boote and is disgusted when they appear and laugh at the dead youth, although Old Bateman refuses to curse her, believing that his son would not wish it. 
ACT 3
Act 3 Scene 1
Anne alone sees Young Bateman’s ghost and now feels shame for her actions. Ursula attempts to console her, explaining that ghosts are just dreams, but the ghost tells Anne that there is no escaping him and reminds her of the threat to ‘enjoy’ her ‘alive or dead’, although he tells Anne that because he knows that she is pregnant he will not harm her. Her father tries to console Anne, and asks Ursula to watch her.

Scene 2
Ball and Miles endeavour to persuade Joshua not to hang his cat for the offence of killing a mouse on a Sunday, and Grey, Argyll and Clifton are witnesses to the ‘case’.  Joshua reads the charge and Grey begs pardon for the cat. Rouge Croix brings news of Bishop Monluc who announces peace proposals by the French Queen to Elizabeth.  Grey decrees that an assault be made on Leith.

Scene 3
Anne and Ursula overhear Old Bateman talking to his son’s portrait and Anne tries to console him by professing her regret for her behaviour. Old Bateman, in his turn, tries to comfort Anne, believing that that would have been his son’s wish. The ghost appears and reminds Anne that he is waiting, but Old Bateman refuses to accept that Anne is able to see his son’s ghost.
ACT 4
Act 4 Scene 1
7th May 1560, the English plan to attack Leith.

Scene 2
The report of the battle as it constantly changes; the English attack, the French defend.  Martigues and Grey meet as a message arrives from Elizabeth to stop fighting for the rest of the day and Monluc confirms that Mary also orders that the conflict stops. Grey and Monluc travel to Edinburgh for instructions and Clifton, Martigues and D’Oysel agree to be ‘friends’ until 7 o’clock that evening.
Scene 3
Chattering women who are talking about dreams attend Anne, who has just given birth to a daughter. Boote admires the baby but Anne is in despair and talking about dying.  She denies that she had a ‘dream’ but talks of a peaceful vision. While the women drink and then fall asleep, Ursula watches and then she, too, sleeps. The ghost enters to claim Anne who leaves her bed and goes with him. Boote, Ursula and the women look for her and she is found drowned. Old Bateman arrives, talking to his son’s portrait and, although both fathers first blame each other for the tragedies, they become reconciled as each recognises the other’s distress and pain.

ACT 5
Act 5 Scene 1
Clifton reads out the Articles, the Treaty of Leith, that state the conditions for peace, to which Martigues agrees. Ball refers to the ‘trial’ of Joshua’s cat and Joshua, who is drunk, talks about how much he enjoyed the war. The English and French enter and embrace in friendship, and Clifton and Grey indicate that they appreciate the good food provided by the Scots. Martigues and D’Oysel are given safe conduct to Queen Elizabeth, and Argyll, Clifton and Grey also travel to Nottingham to meet the queen. 

Scene 2
Miles and Ball talk about entertaining the queen with a puppet play, and argue about the casting and costumes. Miles sings to Ursula about Bateman and Anne, asking her how it would have been if he and Ursula had died in a similar situation. When Boote arrives, Ursula confuses him by pretending that Miles is Bateman’s ghost.

Scene 3
Queen Elizabeth discusses the Charter to be granted to the Mayor of Nottingham. She confers a knighthood on Grey, invites Clifton to be the Deputy Lieutenant of Nottingham, and thanks Argyll. She then invites her guests to dine with her.
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